 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English 10

Short Story Essay

Please select from any of the topics listed below. Be sure to read the specific requirements of each topic before starting your essay, and (as always) ask for help if you are unsure about anything.

THEME
A.) Discuss how racial prejudice influences the lives (and choices) of Spear and Norma in the         story “Spear” by Julius Lester.
B.) Discuss how gender stereotypes influence the lives of the narrator and her family in the story “Boys and Girls” by Alice Munro.

C.) Discuss how the non-physical (i.e. psychological and emotional) scars of war affect Ben Max (the narrator) and his family in the story “Stones” by Timothy Findley.

D.) Discuss how “The Trial of Thomas Builds-the-Fire”, by Sherman Alexie, illustrates the tensions and conflicts between Western and Indigenous storytelling, specifically in terms of history.

CHARACTER
A.) Identify and describe the events that lead to Vanessa’s epiphany (as well as the epiphany itself) in the story “To Set Our House in Order” by Margaret Laurence.

B.) Discuss the motivating factors (i.e. causes) of David Max’s dramatic change in personality and behaviour in the story “Stones” by Timothy Findley.

C.) Discuss how and why the narrator of “Boys and Girls”, by Alice Munro, changes by the end of the story.

D.) Discuss how and why Spear changes by the end of the story in “Spear” by Julius Lester.
OVER ►
Marking
Overall (ideas, style, support, coherence, unity) – 



/18

Quotes (minimum of three, relevant, and correctly integrated) – 

/6

Mechanics (no RO, CS, SF or usage errors) – 



/6

Total – 








/30
Due Date: _____________________________________

IMPORTANT REMINDER: There are many resources available on some (but not all) of the stories we have read and discussed. While you are welcome to use these resources to help you with your understanding of the story itself, the analysis of the story must be yours and yours alone.  Any instances of plagiarism– no matter how partial or complete–will result in a score of zero, and there will be no opportunity given for re-submissions. If you are unclear about ANY aspect of your essay, ask for help or clarification before you hand it in.
