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English Studies 12
Course Outline (2022-2023)

Units of Study (and Summative Assessments):

The Outsider Novel Study (in-class literary essay)

Narrative Prose (personal essay and test)

There There Novel Study (literary essay)

Short Stories (take home literary essay and test)

Othello (in-class literary essay)

Poetry (test – format TBD) 

Independent Synthesis Project (format to be chosen by student)

Weighting of Assessments (note that all marks are cumulative):

Major Work: 

  95%

Discussion Participation: 
    5%

______________________________________________________________________________
Things You Need to Know

Classroom Expectations
Be respectful. Be responsible. Be prepared. Be engaged. Make informed choices. (This is not to simply ensure your own success, but to create an environment that ensures the safety and success of others.)

Attendance
Please arrive on time for every class. If you happen to arrive late, enter the room and take your seat as quietly as possible. If you are absent (for any reason), it is your responsibility to get caught up on any missed handouts and/or assignment as soon as possible. This information can be acquired through (1) the course website and/or Google Classroom, (2) the teacher (in person or through e-mail), or (3) a classmate. Students will be expected to write any tests or quizzes they missed while absent as soon as they return to class. The same expectation applies to assignments not submitted due to absence. 

Chronic lates or absences will be dealt with on a individual basis, in consultation with the counsellor, administration, and parents/guardians.
Electronic Devices

If you have a laptop or tablet, you may want to bring it to class, depending on what we are working on that day.

Smart phones are to be turned OFF and put away (and out of sight) once class begins. Students may use phones for research or other course-related purposes, and will be instructed as to when this is appropriate. Students may be permitted to listen to music while doing individual work ONLY, but not during group work, instruction, or class discussions. Failure to abide by these expectations will result in all phones being handed in at the beginning of each class.

Materials

Students are encouraged to have a strong three-ring binder of at least 1.5" to 2" in size. Your binder should always have a good supply of blank, lined paper. You should also have at least two pens (blue or black ink), one red pen, one or two pencils, and a highlighter; erasers and white-out may also be useful. (It is recommended that you also have a small “pouch” in which to store all of these writing utensils, rather than carry them all loosely to class.) Headings for dividers will vary for each grade level and will be covered on the first day of class.

Textbooks and Handouts

Students will be assigned several texts throughout the year. Once a student has been assigned a particular book, it is his/her responsibility to return the text in the same condition as it was when it was first signed out. Students will be charged for damaged or missing texts. When returning texts, students are to return the same book as they originally signed out (i.e. with the same bar code identification number). It is strongly recommended that students do NOT lend their books to friends.
Students will be given several handouts throughout the year. In an effort to conserve paper, no “extra” copies will be made available. If you misplace a handout, it is your responsibility to borrow a copy from a friend or classmate and photocopy it yourself. Most (although not all) handouts will also be available for download from my website (see address below) and/or our Google Classroom.
Homework, Assignments and Tests

Homework will be given on a fairly regular basis throughout the year, but there will be some instances in which homework will not be assigned (e.g. over Winter Break or Spring Break). Although completion (or lack of completion) will be recorded, it will not be included in the calculation of a student’s overall mark. 

There will be a variety of assessments given throughout the year. The expectations and marking criteria for all assignments will be clearly outlined in advance. It is very important that all assignments are handed in on time. There will be no deduction of marks for late assignments; however, any paragraphs or essays submitted after the original due date will not be eligible for (possible) re-submission. If circumstances arise which make it impossible for you to complete an assignment on time, please contact me BEFORE the assignment is due to discuss the situation and arrange a new (and reasonable) due date. There will be NO extra-credit assignments given at any time throughout the year, nor will there be any re-writes of tests or re-submissions of assignments Any instances of plagiarism on any assignment will result in a mark of zero (please see “Plagiarism” handout for specific details).

Adequate notice will be given in advance for all tests and quizzes. Any instances of cheating on any quiz or test will result in a mark of ZERO; there will be no opportunities to re-write the test or quiz. Furthermore, any students who is absent without a valid parental excuse on the day of a quiz or test will receive a ZERO and will not be permitted to re-write.

All homework/assignment/test information will be posted daily on my website:

http://mrbazilewich.weebly.com
We will also be using Google Classroom occasionally for “take home” assignments, surveys, etc.

Problems? Questions? Just ask.

All students are STRONGLY encouraged to ask for help whenever they need it. It is a good idea to ask for clarification as soon as possible (i.e. in class); however, if you do plan to come after school to discuss a question or concern, make sure you let me know. In certain instances, I may not be available (e.g. staff meetings, personal appointments, etc.), so any meetings will need to be scheduled for a later date. 

If you need to contact me outside of class time, e-mail correspondence is the most reliable method of communication. I will check my e-mail for the last time at 10pm every night, so e-mails sent after that time will not be received and replied to until the following day:

mrbazilewich@deltalearns.com
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PLAGIARISM

By definition, plagiarism occurs when a student copies material from an outside source–book, website, magazine, encyclopedia, another person, etc.–without crediting (or citing) the source/author. In other words, plagiarism occurs when you attempt to pass off the ideas/words of another person as your own. There are FOUR types of plagiarism:

1.) Complete Plagiarism – complete plagiarism occurs when a student submits work (e.g. an essay) that is entirely the work of someone else as their own.

2.) Partial Plagiarism – partial plagiarism occurs when significant portions of another text are submitted with some of the student’s own words and/or sentences. 

3.) “Patchwork” Plagiarism – patchwork plagiarism occurs when a student lifts ideas, sentences and/or paragraphs from outside sources and then “patches” them together with their own words and sentences. This is frequently seen when students cut and paste text(s) from a website, and then add some of their own writing prior to submitting the assignment as their own original work.

4.) Extensive “Outside” Editing – this type of plagiarism occurs when another person–parent, tutor, sibling or friend–proofreads a student’s work and then makes changes (i.e. corrections or additions) that are NOT the student’s original ideas. It is acceptable for a proofreader to make general suggestions, but any changes must be made by the student themselves. 

For example, a tutor is free to say, “I think you need to change some of your word choices to make your introduction stronger,” but he/she can NOT give any specific suggestions, such as, “Why not change the word ‘sad’ to ‘melancholy’?” Furthermore, a student cannot “dictate” their ideas to another person and have that person write them down. All writing must be done by the student.

Consequences

Any act of plagiarism–no matter how small–will result in a mark of ZERO on the assignment. There will be no opportunity for the student to re-submit the assignment or do extra-credit work to improve their overall mark. 

