 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Key Thematic Topics to Consider When Studying Literature

Perception: how do we see “reality”? (Perception vs. Delusion)

Love (Types of love, how love is defined, the need for love).

The loss of innocence.

The duality of man.

The fall of man.

The quest for immortality (What does the next world hold for us?).

Symbolic death and rebirth.

The (often forbidden) quest for knowledge; the individual’s relationship to knowledge and power, and their obligations/responsibilities when they possess it. (The Faust theme.)

The individual’s relationship and obligation to society (Individual vs. Society).

The individual’s journey to understand himself/herself (the journey inward); passion vs. reason, the futility of anger, the vanity of selfishness.

Fiction (i.e. literature) as a means of personal discovery.

The Pastoral theme (the individual’s relationship and obligation to the natural world).

The Outsider (the individual’s experience of alienation and despair).

The individual as “hero”; what is a hero or anti-hero; the hero’s journey.

The artist’s relationship and obligation to society.

What it means to be a “survivor”.

Justice and injustice: how is it defined and decided?

Carpe Diem (Latin for “Seize the day”).

The past as a determinant of the present.

The irony of the human condition.

The interconnectedness of all things (The One and The Many).

Existentialism vs. Nihilism (English 12 only)
Dionysian ecstacy vs. Apollonian reason. (English 12 only)
