 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Literary Essays

Rules and Guidelines

When composing any form of literary analysis–essays or paragraph, long or short–always adhere to the following rules and guidelines:

$ 
Do not use personal pronouns (unless as part of a direct quote). Personal pronouns include I, you, and we.
$ 
Do not use statements such as “I think...”, “I believe...” or “In my opinion...”
$ 
If a character’s name is given, use it when referring to them; if they are not given a name, identify them in a way appropriate to the context of the story. (E.g. narrator, the sister’s friend, the grandmother, the old man with one leg, etc.)
$ 
When referring to the events in a story, use the PRESENT verb tense. (E.g. “She runs in the house when it starts to rain”, not “She ran in the house when it started to rain.”) The exception to this rule is if you are referring to a character’s memory or flashback to an event that took place prior to the events of the story. (E.g. “She remembers the day her father went to the store and didn’t come back.”)
$ 
In a literary essay, identify the title(s) and author(s) of the work(s) you are analyzing in the introductory paragraph (it is optional to do so in the concluding paragraph, but still a good idea); in a literary paragraph, identify the title(s) and author(s) in the first or second sentence. Use the author’s first and last name when you identify them for the first time, and only their last name after that.
$ 
When referencing titles, shorter works (poems, essays, and short stories) go in quotation marks; novels can either be underlined, or put in italics (just be consistent).
$ 
If you are going to make a claim about a character, or event, or theme, make sure you are able to support your idea(s) with direct evidence from the story; if something in a story is not explicit–only implied or hinted at–do not state it as an absolute certainty.

______________________________________________________________________________

Integrating Quotations
$ 
Give the page number of direct quotes when writing about novels and short stories; it is not necessary to give the line numbers of quotes from a poem, unless the poem is quite long (i.e. several pages, or several hundred lines). Page numbers go in parentheses, after the last quotation mark but before the period, comma or semi-colon. [Eg. The party was  “a complete disaster”(21).] Do not use “page”, “pg.” or “p.” before a page number. 
$ 
If you are going to change a word (or words) in a direct quotation–either for clarity of consistency–use square brackets to indicate that you have changed the word. Do not change a word (or words) if it changes the meaning of the original quote. 


E.g. Original: “I hate the circus that is my life.”(p.176). Integration: Steve often complains about how he “[hates] the circus that is [his] life”(176).


$ 
Do not use the word “quote” to introduce a quote.

$ 
Do not use quotes for basic factual details about a story. Remember, quotes are meant to be evidence (i.e. proofs) to support your analysis of a text.


EXAMPLES – the following examples of correct (and incorrect) integration are taken from                 Harper Lee’s novel To Kill A Mockingbird.

Incorrect

Scout gets in trouble at school. Atticus explains to her to see things from her teacher’s perspective. This is shown by the quote “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view” on page 30 of the novel.

Correct

When Scout gets in trouble with her teacher on the first day of school, she is understandably upset and blames her teacher for their misunderstanding. Atticus explains to her that she will “never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view”(30). Once Scout understands what her teacher must have been thinking and feeling, she is still less upset and more understanding.

Incorrect

Mr. Dolphus Raymond knows why Dill cried at the trial. “Cry about the simple hell people give other people–without even thinking.” (Page 201) He is talking about desensitization, which Scout doesn’t understand.

Correct

When Dill is visibly shaken by the disrespect Mr. Gilmer shows Tom Robinson, Scout takes him outside so he can compose himself. Despite Dill’s attempt to explain why he is upset, Scout doesn’t understand his reaction. It is Mr. Dolphus Raymond who explains to her that–unlike adults–Dill is not yet desensitized to the ways people can mistreat each other, so he still “[cries] about the simple hell people give each other–without even thinking”(201).

