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The (Optional) Two Percent Memoir
Due to the time constraints–and extensive reading list–of the English Studies 12 curriculum, we are unable to have a formal unit on memoir. However, I would still like to encourage students to explore the genre on their own time. 
In an effort to make this exploration more appealing, I offer the following: any student who reads a literary memoir throughout the course of the year has the option of arranging an informal “book talk” with me once they are finished the book. These “talks” will likely only take 15-20 minutes. If the student is able to demonstrate some degree of critical engagement with the work they have chosen to read, they may receive up to an additional two percent added to their overall mark. You may only complete this optional assignment ONCE.
(Important note: Once a book has been selected, read and discussed, it cannot be selected by another student. If you are serious about completing this optional assignment and have a particular book in mind, please select it sooner rather than later. Do not “claim” a book which you have no intention of reading.) 
The following is a list of critically-acclaimed memoirs. If there is a title that you would like to read and discuss that is not on the list, please clear your choice with me before you begin reading. Please ensure you select a memoir, and not an autobiography.
The Spiral Staircase (Karen Armstrong) 

The Diving-Bell and the Butterfly (Jean-Dominique Bauby)
My Sky-Blue Trades (Sven Birkerts)

Running With Scissors (Augusten Burroughs)

The Line Becomes A River (Francisco Cantu)

Between the World and Me (Ta-Nehisi Coates)
Stop-Time (Frank Conroy)
Brother, I’m Dying (Edwidge Dandicat)

The Year of Magical Thinking (Joan Didion)

An Open Book (Michael Dirda)

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes (Caitlin Doughty)

Townie (Andre Dubus III)

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius (Dave Eggers)
Waiting for Snow in Havana (Carlos Eire)

Swallow the Ocean (Laura Flynn)

Hunger (Roxanne Gay)

Autobiography of A Face (Lucy Grealy)

One More Theory About Happiness (Paul Guest)

Negroland (Margo Jefferson)

How We Fight for Our Lives (Saeed Jones)

Poster Child (Emily Kapp)

The Liar’s Club (Mary Karr)
On Writing (Stephen King)

Heavy (Kiese Laymon)

The Undertaking (Thomas Lynch)

H is for Hawk (Helen Macdonald)

The Seven Story Mountain (Thomas Merton)
Angela’s Ashes (Frank McCourt)

Teacher Man (Frank McCourt)

The Tender Bar (J.R. Moehringer)

The Short Bus: A Journey Beyond Normal (Jonathan Mooney)

Speak, Memory (Vladimir Nabokov)
The Blessing (Gregory Orr)

High School (Tegan Quinn and Sara Quinn)

Making Toast (Roger Rosenblatt)

Lost in Place: Growing Up Absurd in Suburbia (Mark Salzman)

Small Memories (Jose Saramago)

Invisible Man Got the Whole World Watching (Mychal Denzel Smith)

Half a Life (Darin Strauss)

The Glass Castle (Jeannette Walls)

Men We Reaped (Jesmyn Ward)

Educated (Tara Westover)
Of This Earth (Rudy Wiebe)
Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? (Jeanette Winterson)

Duke of Deception: Memories of My Father (Geoffrey Wolff)

This Boy’s Life (Tobias Wolff)

Some of these books are available at the school and neighbourhood library or bookstore, and can be specially ordered from either place. Please feel free to see me for suggestions.

One last important note: Some of these memoirs contain profanity, violence, descriptions of drug and/or alcohol use and abuse, sexual activity, and sexual violence. You know best what you are comfortable reading, so make an informed choice. Please do not read something that might trigger a traumatic emotional and/or psychological response. If you are not sure, ask me.
