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Romeo and Juliet

Creative Project
The purpose of this assignment is twofold: first, it will give you a break from traditional methods of evaluation (e.g. essays, tests, etc.); second, it will give you the opportunity to incorporate your creative side, along with your analytical mind. You may choose ONE of the four options described below. Please read the requirements/expectations carefully before making your selection.

OPTION #1 – Soundtrack

For this option, you will create a soundtrack for the play Romeo and Juliet. You will be required to select FIVE songs that you feel are connected thematically to the play in some way. You must include a copy of the lyrics for each song (no instrumental selections are permitted). In addition, you must write a brief (approx. 150-200 words) explanation for each of your choices, in which you clearly explain how your song is connected thematically to the play; your write-ups must include direct quotations from the songs, and should include direct references (with or without quotations) to the play. All quotations should be integrated correctly into your own sentences. (No quotes = max. 4/10; quotes from song only = max. 8/10…..i.e. you must have quotes from both the song and the play to—potentially—get 9/10 or 10/10.)
OPTION #2 – Art Piece

For this option, you will create an original piece of art that is related to some significant aspect (e.g. character, theme) of the play Romeo and Juliet. You are free to work in any artistic medium you wish (e.g. painting, sculpture, graphic novel, photography, diorama), but you should select a form of expression in which you have some degree of talent and/or proficiency. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Your art piece cannot simply be a visual representation of a particular scene from the play; it must demonstrate some deeper understanding of the play in some way (e.g. symbolism, metaphor). In addition to your art piece, you must submit a written explanation/analysis of your work (approx. 200-250 words), and you must also give a brief (approx.1-2 minute) presentation to the class, in which you explain your project (i.e. what you did, why you did it, what it means, etc.)

OPTION #3 – Performance

For this option, you (and a partner/group) will perform and videotape a scene from the play Romeo and Juliet. As this is a tragedy, your performance must demonstrate a style and tone that are appropriate for the subject matter; by all means have fun, but be aware that this is not a comedy. Ideally, your performance should involve some degree of effort/thought/time on things such as costumes and set design; in other words, do not sit on the couch in your basement and videotape yourselves reading directly from the text. Your performance should also have a specific style; for example, you may choose to perform in traditional Elizabethan dress, or you may choose to set your scene in a different era (e.g. 1920's Jazz, 1960/70's psychedelic, urban/hip-hop, mafia, Goth). Regardless of which style you choose, please ensure that all sets/costumes are consistent. You may choose to perform any ONE of the following scenes:

I.i, l.1-101

I.i, l.158-236

I.ii

I.iii

I.iv

I.v

II.ii
II.iii

II.iv

II.v

III.i

III.ii

III.iii

III.iv, l.1-126

III.iv, l.127-244

IV.i

IV.iii

IV.v, i.1-95

V.i

V.iii, l.1-170

V.iii, l.171-310
In any scene with a very small speaking part (e.g. servant), an “extra” must be found who is not part of your group, and who is willing to perform for free; also, someone must be found to operate the video camera (in other words, the role of “cameraman/camerawoman” is not part of the assignment, and will receive no marks). In addition to your performance, each group member must submit a written explanation/analysis (approx. 250 words) of his/her own performance, in which he/she explains how they chose to “play” the character they portrayed.

OPTION #4 – The “Missing” Scene

For this option, you will write a “new” scene which would (hypothetically) be placed somewhere before, after, or in between the scenes of the original play. The scene must (i) be between 50-100 lines long; (ii) include at least two major characters and two minor characters (though you may use more if you want); (iii) include a monologue or soliloquy by one major character of at least 20 lines; and (iv) demonstrate a legitimate attempt at imitating Shakespeare’s language and use of literary elements (e.g. metaphor, simile, allusion, irony, oxymoron, paradox, etc.). In addition to your scene, you must include a write-up of 200-250 words in which you explain the specific details of your scene (e.g. why you chose to place it where you did, what important information does it reveal that is not part of the original play, what you attempted to address in terms of theme, character motivation, and/or dramatic tension).

MARKING
Option #1 – Soundtrack

5 write-ups (10 marks each) = 50 marks (NOTE: Any write-ups without lyrics will lose 20%.)

Option #2 – Art Piece

Art Piece = 20 marks

Write-Up = 20 marks

Presentation = 10 marks

Option #3 – Performance

Scene Performance = 30 marks (for the group)

Individual Write-Up = 20 marks (per person)

Option #4 – The “Missing” Scene

Scene = 30 marks

Write-up = 20 marks

Due Date: __________________________________________________________________________
